YOU MAY

astucly of 1 John

Reflection and Discussion Guide - Week 5

1 John 2:18-27

Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have
come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour. They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had
been of us, they would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that they all are
not of us.

But you have been anointed by the Holy One, and you all have knowledge. | write to you, not because you do
not know the truth, but because you know it, and because no lie is of the truth. Who is the liar but he who
denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son. No one who denies
the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also. Let what you heard from the begin-
ning abide in you. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, then you too will abide in the Son and
in the Father. And this is the promise that he made to us—eternal life.

| write these things to you about those who are trying to deceive you. But the anointing that you received
from him abides in you, and you have no need that anyone should teach you. But as his anointing teaches you
about everything, and is true, and is no lie—just as it has taught you, abide in him.

1. What comes to mind when you hear the word, “antichrist”? According to verse 22, what is the defining
characteristic of antichrist? Why is denying that Jesus is the Christ a big deal?

2. What does John mean in verse 197 Why are false teachers more dangerous when they're in the church?
Do you know anyone who has been led astray by false teaching? What encounters (if any) have you
personally had with false teachers? On a scale of 1 to 10, how confident are you that you would be able
to recognize false teaching if you heard it, and why?

3. What is the “anointing” John referred to in verse 20, and what does He give to believers? How does this
serve as a defense against false teaching?

4. What did John mean in verse 24 when he said, “Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you"?
Why is it important to measure what you hear being taught against God'’s Word? What should you do
when you encounter false teaching?

5. What is one thing you need to apply from this passage? Who do you need to tell about it this week?



