YOU MAY

astudy of 1 John

Reflection and Discussion Guide - Week 9

1John 4:7-21

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows
God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. In this the love of God was made
manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is
love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one
another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen
and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the
Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has
for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. By this is love perfected
with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world.
There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears
has not been perfected in love. We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his
brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not
seen. And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother.

1. Discuss what John meant in verses 7-8 when he said that love is from God and that God is love. Why is it

important for us to understand this truth, and what are some of its implications for how we love one
another?

2. Inverses 9-10, John talked about how God'’s love was revealed in Christ. Discuss the specific mannerin
which Christ revealed God'’s love and how it should shape the way we live our lives and love one another.

3. What did John mean in verse 7 when he said, “whoever loves has been born of God”? Why is this
important to understand? What role does the Holy Spirit play in this? (v. 13) What role does the Spirit
play in “perfecting” God'’s love in us? (v. 12)

4. Why is it important for us to understand that we love because God first loved us? (v. 19) Discuss what
John said in verses 20-21 about love. How does this teaching land on you personally?

5. In verse 18, John said that there is no fear in love. What is one area of your life where fear is a struggle?
How might trusting in God’s love for you help you to overcome that fear? What do you think trusting Him
might look like for you, practically?



